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DETAILED ACTION 
Drawings 

1 . The drawings are objected to as failing to comply with 37 CFR 1 .84(p)(5) 
because they do not include the following reference sign(s) mentioned in the 
description: items 1100 & 1102 (page 18, lines 20 & 28). Corrected drawing sheets in 
compliance with 37 CFR 1 .121 (d) are required in reply to the Office action to avoid 
abandonment of the application. Any amended replacement drawing sheet should 
include all of the figures appearing on the immediate prior version of the sheet, even if 
only one figure is being amended. Each drawing sheet submitted after the filing date of 
an application must be labeled in the top margin as either "Replacement Sheet" or "New 
Sheet" pursuant to 37 CFR 1.121(d). If the changes are not accepted by the examiner, 
the applicant will be notified and informed of any required corrective action in the next 
Office action. The objection to the drawings will not be held in abeyance. 

2. The drawings are objected to as failing to comply with 37 CFR 1 .84(p)(5) 
because they include the following reference character(s) not mentioned in the 
description: item 2002 (Fig. 20), item 1204 (Fig. 17), and item 1308 (Fig. 19). Corrected 
drawing sheets in compliance with 37 CFR 1.121(d), or amendment to the specification 
to add the reference character(s) in the description in compliance with 37 CFR 1.121(b) 
are required in reply to the Office action to avoid abandonment of the application. Any 
amended replacement drawing sheet should include all of the figures appearing on the 
immediate prior version of the sheet, even if only one figure is being amended. Each 
drawing sheet submitted after the filing date of an application must be labeled in the top 
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margin as either "Replacement Sheet" or "New Sheet" pursuant to 37 CFR 1.121(d). If 
the changes are not accepted by the examiner, the applicant will be notified and 
informed of any required corrective action in the next Office action. The objection to the 
drawings will not be held in abeyance. 



Specification 

2. Applicant is reminded of the proper language and format for an abstract of the 
disclosure. 

The abstract should be in narrative form and generally limited to a single 
paragraph on a separate sheet within the range of 50 to 150 words. It is important that 
the abstract not exceed 150 words in length since the space provided for the abstract 
on the computer tape used by the printer is limited. The form and legal phraseology 
often used in patent claims, such as "means" and "said," should be avoided. The 
abstract should describe the disclosure sufficiently to assist readers in deciding whether 
there is a need for consulting the full patent text for details. 

The language should be clear and concise and should not repeat information 
given in the title. It should avoid using phrases which can be implied, such as, "The 
disclosure concerns," "The disclosure defined by this invention," "The disclosure 
describes," etc. 

3. The abstract of the disclosure is objected to because its length exceeds 150 
words and because of language used, such as "disclosed" at line 2. Correction is 

required. See MPEP § 608.01(b). 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

4. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 1 2: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 
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5. Claims 16-35 and 39 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as 
being indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter 
which applicant regards as the invention. 

6. Claims 16-35 and 39 repeat the limitations for which there is no antecedent basis 
in the claims. In particular, the following passages lack or have vague antecedent basis: 

(i) "said first and accessing steps": claim 16, line 1 1 

claim 39, line 10 

(ii) Claims 17-35 incorporate the deficiencies of claim 16, through dependency, 
and are also rejected. 

(iii) "the telephonic communication device": claim 32, lines 1-2 

claim 33, lines 1-2 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

6. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

7. , Claims 1-32, 35-42, 44-45, and 47-53 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as 
being anticipated by Mayaud (5,845,255). 
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(A) Referring to claim 1 , Mayaud discloses a method for operating a drug 
database system, said method comprising the steps of: 

(a) providing a database of drug information (col. 5, lines 44-48 of Mayaud); 

(b) facilitating selective access to said database by a first user via communication 
links (col. 45, lines 56-63 and col. 18, lines 15-18 of Mayaud); 

(c) receiving information from said at least one first user upon access (col. 
38, lines 27-37 of Mayaud); and 

(d) supplying drug output information in response to said received 
information (col. 38, lines 37-52 of Mayaud). 

(B) Referring to claim 2, Mayaud discloses wherein said step of supplying drug output 
information supplies said information to said first user (col. 38, lines 33-45 of Mayaud). 

(C) Referring to claim 3, Mayaud discloses wherein said first user is in a group including 
other users and said step of supplying drug output information supplies said information 
to one other user in said group that is associated with said first user (col. 38, lines 53-64 
of Mayaud). 

(D) Referring to claim 4, Mayaud discloses wherein said facilitating, receiving and 
supplying steps are performed in real time (col. 5, lines 44-48 of Mayaud). 

(E) Referring to claims 5-8, Mayaud discloses wherein said first user is a physician (col. 
10, lines 24-26 of Mayaud), wherein said first user is a pharmacist (col. 28, lines 14-17 
of Mayaud), wherein said first user is a nurse (col. 31 , lines 5-9 of Mayaud), and 
wherein said first user is a patient (col. 18, lines 6-19 of Mayaud). 



Application/Control Number: 09/825,141 Page 6 

Art Unit: 3626 

(F) Referring to claim 9, Mayaud discloses the step of facilitating selective access to 
said database by a second user, said selective access permitting said second user to 
modify the drug information stored in said database (col. 12, lines 45-56 and Fig. 20, 
item 123 of Mayaud). 

(G) Referring to claim 10, Mayaud discloses wherein said step of facilitating selective 
access to said database by a second user is done in real time (col. 5, lines 44-48 of 
Mayaud). 

(H) Referring to claim 1 1 , Mayaud discloses wherein said second user is a drug 
manufacturer (col. 26, lines 15-20 of Mayaud). 

(I) Referring to claim 12, Mayaud discloses wherein said second user is a drug 
researcher (col. 48, lines 19-22 of Mayaud). 

(J) Referring to claim 13, Mayaud discloses wherein said received information includes 
a drug name (col. 25, line 64 - col. 26, line 5 of Mayaud). 

(K) Referring to claim 14, Mayaud discloses wherein said received information includes 
a name of a medical malady (col. 26, lines 1-5 of Mayaud; the Examiner interprets 
"condition" to be a form of "medical malady"). 

(L) Referring to claim 15, Mayaud discloses wherein said received information includes 
information about certain drugs and the output information includes information about 
adverse side effects of taking said certain drugs (col. 31, lines 19-35 of Mayaud). 
(M) Referring to claim 16, Mayaud discloses a method for providing patient 
specific drug, dosing, drug interaction analysis and order generation comprising 
the steps of (col. 4, lines 29-41 and col. 13, lines 3-6 of Mayaud): 
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(a) providing a drug management program executed by a computer system (col. 
1, lines 7-18 of Maya ud); 

(b) providing a plurality of communicating links for connecting users via a 
communication device to said system (col. 45, lines 56-63 and col. 7, lines 24-29 of 
Mayaud); 

(c) accessing said drug management program by a first user to enter adverse 
drug affects information (col. 14, lines 10-37 of Mayaud); and 

(d) accessing said drug management program by a second user to enter patient 
drug dosing information (col. 14, lines 10-37 of Mayaud); 

wherein said first and second accessing steps are order independent (col. 14, 
lines 10-37 of Mayaud). 

(N) Referring to claim 17, Mayaud discloses including the step of interacting said first 
user with said second user in real time to update drug information on said drug 
management program wherein said first user is a pharmacist and said second user is a 
physician (see abstract, col. 4, lines 29-43, and col. 5, lines 44-48 of Mayaud). 
(0) Referring to claim 18, Mayaud discloses the step of interacting said first user with 
said second user in real time to update drug information on said drug management 
program wherein said first user is a drug company and said second user is a physician 
(coL 27, lines 31-50 and col. 5, lines 44-48 of Mayaud). 

(P) Referring to claim 19, Mayaud discloses the step of requesting adverse drug 
information on said drug management program by said first user with said second user 
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in real time wherein said first user is a pharmacist and said second user is a drug 

company (col. 31, lines 19-49 and col. 5, lines 44-48 of Mayaud). 

(Q) Referring to claim 20, Mayaud discloses the step of accessing a patient data 

matching database for matching patients to specific drug therapies of other patients 

in the same disease or medical condition class (col. 8, lines 17-23 and col. 4, lines 

56-60 of Mayaud; the Examiner interprets "classified according to..." to be a form of 

"matching"). 

(R) Referring to claim 21, Mayaud discloses the step of interacting multiple users in real 
time to generate patient matching (col. 7, lines 13-20, col. 5, lines 44-48, and col. 4, 
lines 56-60 of Mayaud). 

(S) Referring to claim 22, Mayaud discloses a step of interacting in real time multiple 
users to update patient or drug information (col. 7, lines 13-20, col. 5, lines 44-48, 
and Fig. 21 , item 1 1 5 of Mayaud). 

(T) Referring to claim 23, Mayaud discloses a step of linking a formulary of medications 
approved by a third-party payer to a physician (col. 1, line 59 - col. 2, line 1 1 of 
Mayaud). 

(U) Referring to claim 24, Mayaud discloses said linking step further includes interacting 
said physician in real time with said third-party payer wherein said physician can 
request approval of payment for medication (col. 36, lines 31-52 of Mayaud). 
(V) Referring to claim 25, Mayaud discloses further including a step of accessing said 
drug management program for drug information on a medication wherein said user 
selects a drug and said a drug management program provides said user with an 
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advisory guideline and therapies for said drug (col. 12, lines 35-49 and col. 5, lines 3343 
of Mayaud). 

(W) Referring to claim. 26, Mayaud discloses further including a step of continually 
updating guidelines and therapies for said drug (col. 47, lines 47-57 and col. 29, lines 
51-65 of Mayaud). 

(X) Referring to claim 27, Mayaud discloses further including the step of effecting 
physician requested drug order in real time to a pharmacist (col. 4, lines 29-34 of 
Mayaud). 

(Y) Referring to claim 28, Mayaud discloses further including a step of linking a 

physician to a healthcare unit wherein said physician orders x-rays or laboratory tests 

for a patient (col. 51 , line 65 - col. 52, line 1 1 of Mayaud). 

(Z) Referring to claim 29, Mayaud discloses wherein the communication device 

communications through an electronic communication network (col. 7, lines 13-20 of 

Mayaud). 

(AA) Referring to claim 30, Mayaud discloses wherein the electronic communication 
network is selected from the group consisting of the internet, telephone, satellite, 
cellular switch, cable, computer, optical or wireless (col. 3, lines 37-53 of Mayaud). 
(BB) Referring to claim 31 , Mayaud discloses wherein the electronic communication 
network is a telephone communication network (col. 48, lines 9-13 of Mayaud). 
(CC) Referring to claim 32, Mayaud discloses wherein the telephonic 
communication device is a touch tone phone (col. 7, lines 57-67 of Mayaud). 
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(DD) Referring to claim 35, Mayaud discloses the step of checking drug dosage (col. 
4, lines 29-40 of Mayaud). 

(EE) Referring to claim 36, Mayaud discloses a pharmaceutical drug management care 
system for providing a patient specific drug, dosing, drug interaction analysis and order 
generation said system comprising (col. 4, lines 29-41 and col. 13, lines 3-6 of Mayaud): 

(a) at least one communication device (col. 7, lines 24-29 of Mayaud); 

(b) at least one communication link (col. 45, lines 56-63 of Mayaud); and 

(c) a computer having a processor, a database and adapted by patient drug dosing 
software to include (col. 53, line 62 - col. 54, line 3 and col. 14, lines 10-31 of 
Mayaud): 

(i) at least one data entry engine (col. 4, lines 50-55 of Mayaud); 

(ii) an order generator (col. 4, lines 29-34 of Mayaud; the Examiner 
interprets "electronic prescription creation" to be a form of "order 
generator"); 

(iii) a kinetic drug doser (col. 31, lines 50-54 and col. 4, lines 29-43 of 
Mayaud); and 

(iv) a database retrieval and recording engine (col. 8, lines 49-63 
of Mayaud). 

(FF) Referring to claim 37, Mayaud discloses a therapy coordination engine (col. 5, lines 
35-43 of Mayaud). 

(GG) Referring to claim 38, Mayaud discloses a means of updating the system with a 
back up remoter version of web-based medication management system when the 
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internet is down wherein said system is updated with information from the local version 
of the medication management system on the computer (col. 11, lines 57-64 and col. 
48, lines 1-8 of Mayaud). 

(HH) Referring to claim 39, Mayaud discloses (a) a drug management 
program executed by a computer system (col. 1, lines 7-18 of Mayaud); 

(b) a plurality of communicating links for connecting users via a 
communication device to said system (col. 45, lines 56-63 and col. 7, lines 24-29 of 
Mayaud); 

(c) a means for accessing said drug management program by a first user to enter 
adverse drug affects information; and 

(d) a means for accessing said drug management program by a second user to 
enter patient drug dosing information; wherein said first and second accessing steps are 
order independent (col. 14, lines 10-37 of Mayaud). 

(II) Referring to claim 40, Mayaud discloses a means for interacting multiple users in 
real time to update drug information (col. 5, lines 44-48, col. 7, lines 13-20, and Fig. 21, 
item 115 of Mayaud). 

(JJ) Referring to claim 41, Mayaud discloses a means for requesting adverse drug 
information by multiple users (col. 14, lines 1 1-24 of Mayaud). 
(KK) Referring to claim 42, Mayaud discloses a server processor wherein said 
processor is a gateway function that provides the users access to an environment (col. 
7, lines 30-35 of Mayaud). 
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(LL) Referring to claim 44, Mayaud discloses wherein the users consist of physicians, 
pharmacists, patients, healthcare provider or drug companies (col. 4, lines 29-34 of 
Mayaud). 

(MM) Referring to claim 45, Mayaud discloses wherein said environment is a distributed 
file system service, web-based, cable, or wireless (col. 54, lines 4-10 of Mayaud). 
(NN) System claims 47-49 and 51-53 repeat the subject matter of claims 20, 23-24, and 
26-28 as a set of "means-plus-function" elements rather than a series of steps. As the 
underlying process has been shown to be fully disclosed by the teachings of Mayaud in 
the above rejection of claims 20, 23-24, and 26-28, it is readily apparent that the 
Mayaud reference includes a system to perform the recited functions. As such, these 
limitations are rejected for the same reasons provided in the rejection of claims 20, 23- 
24, and 26-28 and incorporated herein. 

(00) Referring to.claim 50, Mayaud discloses a means for accessing said 
pharmaceutical drug management care system for drug information on a medication 
wherein said user selects a drug and said pharmaceutical drug management care 
system provides said user with an advisory guideline and therapies for said drug (col. 
12, lines 35-39 and col. 5, lines 33-43 of Mayaud). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

8. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 
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(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

9. Claim 33 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Mayaud 
(5,845,255) in view of Katz (5,495,284). 

(A) Referring to claim 33, Mayaud does not disclose wherein the telephonic 
communication device is a videophone. 

Katz discloses wherein the telephonic communication device is a videophone 
(col. 1, line 67 - col. 2, line 1 of Katz). 

At the time of the invention, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary 
skill in the art to combine the feature of Katz within Mayaud. The motivation for doing 
so would have been to enable users to virtually communicate from remote locations 
(col. 1, line 67 - col. 2, line 1 of Katz). 

10. Claim 34 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(x) as being unpatentable over Mayaud 
(5,845,255) in view of Heinonen et al. (5,772,586). 

(A) Referring to claim 34, Mayaud does not disclose wherein the electronic 
communication device includes a wireless short message service message, and the 
wireless short message service is configured to respond to receipt of medical data for a 
patient by forwarding a message to a wireless receiver corresponding to the medical 
data for a patient. 
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Heinonen discloses wherein the electronic communication device includes a 
wireless short message service message, and the wireless short message service is 
configured to respond to receipt of medical data for a patient by forwarding a message 
to a wireless receiver corresponding to the medical data for a patient (col. 4, lines 1-27 
of Heinonen). 

At the time of the invention, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary 
skill in the art to combine the features of Heinonen within Mayaud. The motivation for 
doing so would have been for the doctor treating the patient to have access at all times 
to pertinent information regardless of his/her location (col. 4, lines 24-27 of Heinonen). 

1 1 . Claim 43 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Mayaud 
(5,845,255) in view of lliff (6,022,31 5). 

(A) Referring to claim 43, Mayaud does not disclose wherein the gateway function is a 
Web server. 

lliff discloses wherein the gateway function is a Web server (col. 74, lines 37-44 

of lliff). 

At the time of the invention, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary 
skill in the art to combine the feature of lliff within Mayaud. The motivation for doing so 
would have been to be able to view documents in a web-based format. 

12. Claim 46 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Mayaud 
(5,845,255) in view of Tello et al. (6,032,118). 
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(A) Referring to claim 46, Mayaud does not disclose wherein said environment uses 
software or hardware for maintaining a virtual network. 

Tello discloses wherein said environment uses software or hardware for 
maintaining a virtual network (Fig. 1 and col. 2, lines 35-47 of Tello). 

At the time of the invention, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary 
skill in the art to combine the feature of Tello within Mayaud. The motivation for doing so 
would have been to provide remote and secure access into the system (col. 1, lines 26- 
29 of Tello). 

Conclusion 

13. • The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. The cited but not applied prior art teaches a disease 
management system and method (US 6,234,964 131) and a prescription creation 
system (5,737,539). 

14. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Lena Najarian whose telephone number is 571-272- 
7072. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:30 am - 5:00 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Joseph Thomas can be reached on 571-272-6776. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 



Application/Control Number: 09/825,141 



Page 16 



Art Unit: 3626 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). / /?/ / 





In 

6-3-05 



